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WHICH IS NEW 
TESTAMENT UNITY? 


A National Presbyterian Church, 
or 


The Unity Of The Faith And The 
Knowledge Of The Son Of God? 


Obviously the New Testament has much to say 
about unity. One thinks particularly of John 17 and 
Ephesians 4. Now these passages are being used 
today to advocate a National Presbyterian Church 
under the 1954 Plan of Union. If that goes through, 
however, the same men who are now telling us that 
these passages mean a National Presbyterian Church 
in 1954 may be expected to find that they spell a 
National Protestant Church in 1960. The U.S.A. 
Church in its Assemblies of 1920 and 1950 favored 
such a united Protestant Church. Then if a Na- 
tional Protestant Church of Presbyterians, Metho- 
dists, Disciples, Episcopalians, et al be formed about 
1960, the same passages may be used a decade later 
in favor of a United Church including all those 
now in the National Council of Churches. This 
would mean accepting the icons of the Orthodox as 
well as their Greek philosophy and veneration of 
the Virgin and the saints. Perhaps, in another dec- 
ade the same New Testament texts would be used 
to bring us all back to “mother” Rome and the 
obedience to the pope. Do these texts mean organiza- 
tional unification? First with other Presbyterians, 
then with other Protestants, then with all non- 
Roman Churches, finally with Rome? 


The great unities mentioned in Ephesians four 
as well as the gifts of the Ascended Christ are to 


the end that His people may attain “unto the unity — 


of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
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God.” In John 17 the unity of the Father and of 


the Son expressly includes a unity in mind and in 


- words, thus: 


“For I have given unto them the Words which 
Thou gavest Me.” Further, our Lord ever knew 
that the Father hears His prayers always, John 
11:14; therefore we must assume that the Father 
has heard and answered our Lord’s prayer in John 
17, as Bishop Nygren pointed out at Evanston. The 
unity of the great New Testament passages is a 
unity in faith, in knowledge and in the Word. In 
the second century, the Church repelled heresy and 
schism by setting up the Apostolic Scripture, the 
Apostles’ Creed, and the Apostolic Office - - that is 
the bishop in succession from the apostles and there- 
fore able to say what was their teaching and what 
not theirs. 3 


Our Presbyterian Church in the United States 
will not be moving toward New Testament unity 
in faith, knowledge, and the Word by discarding 
those safeguards we now have that make us a wit- 
ness bearing Church in order to enter a larger body 
in which each Presbytery is a law unto itself in 
ordaining ministers and in which we entrust to the 
most “liberal” of all the presbyteries the boards 
of home and foreign missions. —W.C.R. 


Thanksgiving, And 
Eternal Life 


“The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” Rom. 6:23. 


One of England’s queens is said to have cried out 
on her deathbed, ‘Millions of pounds for moments 
of time.” The devil almost spoke the truth when he 
said, “Yea, all that a man hath will he give for his 
life.” Men will gladly spend all the money they 
have to prolong their days for a short time, and this 
“life” which they prize so highly is but a “vapor 
that soon vanishes away.” 
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Our text is speaking of a different life, eternal 
life. Jesus said to Martha, “I am the resurrection 
and the life, - - - whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me shall never die. Believest thou this?” Do we 
Christians believe this? Here is the most wonderful 
boon anyone can ask for, and it is the “free gift of 
God” in Christ; “I give unto them eternal life.” 


Do we pause every day for a few minutes and 
praise Him for it? On Thanksgiving Day do we 
pour out our souls in love and gratitude? We will 
hear many prayers of thanksgiving, praising God for 
life and health, and food, and clothes, and all the 
multitude of material blessings which He has given 
us: this is good. Do we forget the greatest of all; 
Eternal Life? | 


To those who may never have taken it, my plea 
is, Take it, dear unsaved friend, TAKE IT! To 
those of us who have already taken it, my exhorta- 
tion is, THANK HIM FOR IT: Pour out your 
soul in praise. —J.K.P. 


The Immediate Task 


This editorial is for parents. Your immediate 
task is to bring up your children in the way of the 
Lord. Gracious living, educational advantages, 
healthy and strong bodies, social graces all have their 
place and their relative worth. But, none of them 
are necessary for Christian character; none of them 
will last for eternity. 


One of our greatest temptations is to seek world- 
ly advantages for our children at the expense of 
their spiritual welfare. Being a Christian parent is 
a full-time job and it is a job which entails living 
close to the One to Whom we would point our 
children. 


No amount of emphasis on the Bible as the 
world’s most important Book can be truly effective 
unless our children see us putting it in its rightful 
place in the family altar, in personal devotions and 
as the guide and standard of personal living. 


No admonitions to our children to “go to Sunday 
School and Church,” can make a lasting impression 
if they do not see us consistent in our own Church 
attendance and sharing in the program of the 


Church. 


No personal desire that our children shall be 
temperate will carry weight when they see us serv- 
ing alcoholic drinks in our home and participating 
in a social way of life which does not say “No” to 
this great curse to modern society. 


Children learn by precept and by example. What 
do they hear being discussed around the family circle 
—at the table? Do they sense any genuine concern 
on our part for their spiritual welfare? Do they see 
us living lives of restraint and discipline? So many 
impressions stem from those intangible influences 
which never find expression in words. And, be very 
sure of this: our children will know whether our 
lives are consistent with our profession. 


Not only is being a parent an immediate and 
pressing responsibility, it is also a means to bring us 
face to face with our need of divine help and bless- 
ing. Eternity alone will show us the blessings which 
accrue to parents and children alike by the impor- 
tunate prayers of fathers and mothers who sense 
their own need and who cry out at the throne of 
grace for the wisdom and strength which they need 
in training their children aright; and also for God’s 
redeeming grace and loving guidance for their sons 
and daughters. 

Being the right kind of a parent is also a grave 
responsibility. Moses, speaking to the children of 
Israel, expressed it in these words: “Set your hearts 
unto all the words which I testify among you this 
day, which ye shall command your children to ob- 
serve to do, all the words of this law. For it is not 
a vain thing for you: because it is your life.’ Woe 
be to the parent who thinks he cannot command his 
children. Woe to the child who refuses to heed his 
parents. The right to command envisions neither 
arbitrariness nor oppressive restraints, but rather 
that loving and reasonable control which goes with 
parental responsibility and carried out as a result 
- prayerful dependence on God’s guidance and 

elp. 

Yes, being a parent presents an immediate task, 
a task which is shirked only at infinite loss for all 
concerned. Only the parents who themselves live 
close to the Lord can hope to bring up their children 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

Again the words of Moses apply to us today: 
“Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul dili- 
gently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes 
have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all 
the days of thy life: but teach them to thy sons, and 
thy sons’ sons.” —L.N.B. 
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Thank God For Pain 


If in everything we are to give thanks, Pain 


would be included. It is natural and easy (if 
we do not forget) to thank God for the blessings 
we receive, but when we “count our many bless- 
ings,” I do not expect that many of us think of 
pain as being one of them; but it may be a blessing 
in disguise. 


Pain in our body is a danger signal; a warning 
that something is wrong. I have often gotten a 
sand brier in one of my fingers. It was so small 
that I did not realize that it was there until I 
touched something and a sharp pain went through 
my finger. I hunted until I found and removed 
it, before infection started. I have a friend who 
was recently operated on for cancer. He had not 
suffered much, but did have a sharp pain or two. 
He went for a check-up; the X-Ray was used, 
and the cancer located and removed in time, so 
that he has every reason to believe that he will 
be a well man. 


Our conscience often warns us of danger. We 
have heard this expression: My conscience hurt 
me until I made the thing right. A conscience 
may become seared and hardened until it no longer 
pains; we are “past feeling’ and in an almost 
hopeless condition. It takes the power of the Holy 
Spirit to prick our conscience and make it hurt 
until we cry out, What must I do? When our 
consciences pain us God is saying, My child, some- 
thing is wrong; heed my warning. Let us thank 
God for tender consciences that pain us when we 
do wrong. 


Thank God for a Heart that hurts! A broken 
and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 
But a broken heart hurts. Thank God, too, for 
a heart that aches for others, that feels with them 
in their troubles and sorrows. We live in a world 
where many hearts seem to have turned to stone; 
may God take away our stony hearts, and give 
us hearts of flesh; hearts that can feel the pain 
of other hearts and have compassion on them. 
Jesus’ heart often hurt; He was moved with com- 
passion, and His tears flowed as He looked upon 
wicked men and wicked cities. May God give us 
tender hearts; hearts like His, broken on Calvary. 


As long as there is sin; there will be pain. Some 
day sin will be no more; neither will there be 
any more pain. 


THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ACCORDING 
TO THE SHORTER CATECHISM 
By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25¢ per copy, $2.50 
per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, postpaid. 


THE COVENANT 
By Gordon H. Clark — 


Since God is Truth, and since Christ is the 
Logos, Wisdom, or Reason of God, one naturally 
expects that the contents of revelation would form 
a system. This expectation is not disappointed. ‘The 
various doctrines of the Bible dovetail and fit into 
each other. A later part explains more fully the 
implications of an earlier part. For this reason 
a given chapter of the Westminster Confession is 
understood more clearly when it is compared with 
others. Predestination and Providence were closely 
related; the chapter on the fall of man lays the 
foundation for the doctrine of the atonement, 
effectual calling, and sanctification. 


But perhaps Chapter VII on the Covenant suf- 
fers most in the absence of comparison with later 
chapters. And even after comparison, its implica- 
tions are less clearly noticed than in the other 
instances, though they are not less but rather more 
pervasive. 


There are two covenants, but for want of space 
the first can be only briefly mentioned. This is 
the covenant of works. God promised Adam, and 
in Adam his posterity, eternal life upon condition 
of perfect obedience. When Adam violated the 
terms of this covenant, God made a second, the 
Covenant of Grace. This Covenant offers eternal 
life to transgressors through the work of Jesus 
Christ. In it God promises to give His Holy 
Spirit to all the elect so as to make them willing 
and able to believe. 


“This covenant was differently administered in 
the time of the law and in the time of the gospel; 
under the law it was administered by promises, 
prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision . . all 


foresignifying Christ to come, which were for that 


time sufficient and efficacious fend 
called the Old Testament. Under the gospel, 
when Christ the substance was exhibited, the 
ordinances in which this covenant is dispensed are 
the preaching of the Word, and the administration 
of the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Sup- 
per . . . ; and is called the New Testament. 
There are not therefore two covenants of grace 
differing in substance, but one and the same under 
various dispensations.”’ 


It is in these words that the Confession states 
the relationship between the two Testaments or 


Covenants. The two parts of the Bible are not . 


two covenants differing in substance or effect, but 
they are different administrations of the one 
Covenant of Grace. For this reason one must 
not suppose that Christ and the Holy Spirit are 
absent from the Old Testament. Remember that 
Christ said, “Abraham rejoiced to see my day.” 
Paul in Gal. 3:8 says that the Gospel was preached 
to Abraham; and in I Cor. 10:4 we find that the 


rock in the wilderness was Christ. Regeneration, 
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the work of the Holy Spirit, is pictured as clearly 
in Ezekiel 36:26 as it is in the third chapter of John. 


In contrast with a certain modern error the 
Westminster doctrine should be insisted upon that 
since the fall there has been only one method of 
salvation. Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Peter, 
Paul, and you and | are saved only through the 
merits of Christ. Neither conscience nor the law 
nor anything else has the power to redeem a sinner. 


Above it was said that the implications of the 
doctrine of the Covenant are not always so clear, 
though they are pervasive. Only one further ex- 
ample can be given here. Chapter XXVIII of 
the Confession treats of Baptism. Now, the Pres- 
byterian view of Baptism depends more on the 
doctrine of the Covenant than on anything else. 
As the Old Testament Passover became the Lord’s 
Supper, so the Old Testament circumcision became 
the New ‘Testament baptism. Those who deny 
the legitimacy of infant baptism on the ground 
that there is no specific command to that effect 
in the New ‘Testament are embarrassed when 
asked for a specific New Testament command to 
admit women to the Lord’s Supper. Specific New 
Testament commands are not absolutely necessary 
when the Old Testament has spoken with sufficient 
clarity. Such objections to infant baptism are 
based on a wrong conception of the relation of 
the two Testaments, a denial of covenant theology, 
and a neglect of the Westminster Confession. The 
remedy is obvious. 


ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament For 
Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson No. 83 
A Spark That Started A Conflagration 


Edward Kimball hurriedly made his way toward 
an obscure shoe store on a Boston street to speak 
to a boy about his soul. Little did that Sunday 
School teacher realize what would result from that 
morning visit, though God had directed him there. 


As he stepped into the shop he found a boy 
from his Sunday School class wrapping up shoes 
near the back of the building. The lad was alone. 
So Mr. Kimball went to him and laid his hand 
on the boy’s shoulder. He thought he had made 
“a weak appeal,” but his simple words touched the 
heart of the 17-year-old boy and influenced him 
to kneel there and give his heart to the Lord. 


That boy’s name was D. L. Moody. From that 
day forward he was destined to become one of the 
greatest soul winners this world has ever known. 


As a consecrated Sunday School teacher who 
obeyed the voice of God, Edward Kimball is a 
sterling example of just how much one person can 
do. Certainly he will share again and again in 
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the reward for the multitudes of souls that were 
saved under the ministry of D. L. Moody. 


As you dedicate yourself to Sunday School work 
—by visiting and inviting prospects to your Sunday 
School, by praying for God’s blessings upon your 
school, and by promoting its program wherever 


possible—there is no limit to what you can do! 
—The Evangel. 


One can never estimate the harvest yield result- 
ing from a young life won to Jesus Christ and 
channeled into His service. When Mr. Kimball, 
the Sunday school teacher of a class of boys, laid 
his hand upon the shoulder of Dwight Moody, 
a boy working in the back room of a shoestore, 
the current of the Holy Spirit’s power began to 
trickle through a new life. That current increased 
in volume and power as it flowed on through lives 
touched by Moody, and through them, other lives. 
It is safe to say that today the whole world knows 
more about Jesus Christ and millions are saved 
because D. L. Moody lived and communicated the 
Gospel to others who in turn passed it on to suc- 
ceeding generations. This should encourage every 
child of God to “pass it on.’ And do not be dis- 
couraged too much by the ignorance of your pros- 
pect. I have just read in A. P. Fitt’s “short” life 
of Moody that when the 17-year-old boy went 
before the church officers to apply for membership, 
as a result of Mr. Kimball’s visit to the shoestore, 
this question was put by the one who was exam- 
ining him: “‘Mr. Moody, what has Jesus Christ 
done for you, and for us all, that specially entitles 
Him to our love and obedience!”’ The question 
seemed to embarrass young Moody. 


But he answered, “I think He has done a good 
deal for all of us, but I don’t think of anything 
He has done in particular as I know of.” It is 
interesting to note that this 17-year-old boy seemed 
to know very little of what salvation meant to 
him at the time, yet he went on to become the 
world’s greatest evangelist in his own time. He 
thrilled great multitudes of people both in America 
and Europe by his earnest and gripping presentation 
of this same Jesus who in Moody’s boyhood had 
“not done anything particular as I know of” and 
many thousands were saved by his personal min- 
istry during his lifetime. 


It is possible for you, as a personal worker, 
to project yourself, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, through some apparently unpromising pros- 
pect, into succeeding generations, with the light 
and saving power of the Gospel. Don’t count any 
prospect too insignificant, too ignorant, too un- 
promising, or too rebellious. Paul was consenting 
to the lynching of Stephen and guarding the coats 
of those who stoned him. “‘Wherefore He is able 
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God 
by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession 


for them.” Heb. 7:25. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 5 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


4 Cry Out Of The Depths 


Background Scripture: Psalms 130:1-6; 
86 :3-5, 11-13. Devotional Reading: Psalms 
61:1-13. 


This is a cry for Forgiveness; a cry from the depths of SIN. There are other things which bring us 
low; sorrow, or pain, or bereavement, or disappointment; but sin brings us lower than any of these. 
That is, when we see our sin; when we realize its heinousness and its ugliness, and its uncleanness, and 


its destructiveness. It is from a convicted heart, a heart that has been touched by the Holy Spirit, that 


such a cry comes. Some men are awful sinners but have no sense of sin, no realization of its character, and 


are hard and unconcerned. 


I believe in the forgiveness of sins. If I did not, 
I would be miserable indeed. I believe, too, that 
it cost God something, something very dear and 
precious, even His well-beloved and only-begotten 
Son, to forgive sin. His sense of Justice had to 
be satisfied ; How could God be just, and yet justify 
the ungodly? was the question which He had to 
answer, and the problem He had to solve. Christ 
died to satisfy Divine justice and reconcile us to 
God. Christ died for our sins; He died for the 
ungodly; He died for us; He died that I might 
live; He loved me and gave Himself for me; He 
was made sin for us Who knew no sin that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in Him. 


The whole Old Testament system of sacrifices 
and offerings would be a meaningless ritual with- 
out this underlying principle: The wages of sin 
is death, and if death of the sinner is to be averted, 
then Someone has to take his place. The thousands 
of beasts on Jewish altars slain, could never give 
the guilty conscience peace, Nor take away the 
stain; But Christ, the Heavenly Lamb, takes all 
my guilt away; A Sacrifice of nobler name and 
richer blood than they. So tremendously important 
is this idea of Atoning Sacrifice that the whole 
Plan of Salvation as revealed in symbol and type, 
and the sacrifices and offerings made in the Taber- 
nacle are based upon it. Leviticus is a dry and 
obscure and meaningless book unless we see in it 
a shadow and a picture of good things to come. 
The Book of Hebrews explains Leviticus. Read 
the two together and you can see how beautifully 
all the types and pictures of the Old Testament 
are fulfilled in Christ, our Great High Priest, and 
also our Atoning Sacrifice. Through Him we have 
the New and Living Way by which we can draw 
near to God. 


The whole plan of salvation, as thus revealed, 
refutes the notion which has obsessed the minds 
of some, that forgiveness is an easy and inexpensive 
thing; that God is so kind and merciful that all 
a sinner has to do is to say, “I’m sorry; please 
excuse and forgive me,” and the sin is passed over. 
God does forgive sin, graciously and freely, but 
He does so at tremendous cost to Himself. Justi- 
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fication is an act of God’s free grace, wherein he 
pardoneth all our sins, and accepteth us as righteous 
in His sight, only for the righteousness of Christ, 
imputed to us, and received by faith alone. 


David believed in the forgiveness of sins. He 
tried to hide and cover up his sin, and it was not 
until Nathan the prophet came with his pathetic 
story and accusing words that he was willing to 
confess it, which he does in the well-known words 
of our Devotional Reading. He was a thoroughly 
convicted and repentant man as he cries from a 
broken heart; Have mercy upon me . . . wash 
me . . . cleanse me . purge me 
hide Thy face from my sins create in me 
a clean heart cast me not away from Thy 
presence and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
This prayer of David has been the prayer of many 
a sinner who found himself out and sought for- 
giveness. 

I would like for us to think of our lesson under 
four heads: (1) A Pitiful Cry, (2) Plenteous 
Mercy, (3) Plenteous Redemption, (4) Praise and 
Thanksgiving. | 


I. A Pitiful Cry: 
Psalms 130:1-6. 


“Out of the depths”: sin brings us lower than 
all other forces combined. It does this whether 
we realize it or not, for sin makes men lower than 
the beasts which have no understanding. An under- 
standing which has been darkened and warped and 
defiled is worse than no understanding, and men 
under the influence of such perverted minds will 
do things which beasts would be ashamed to do. 
We read of such things daily. When we see sin 
in its true nature, and realize our awful condition, 
then we sink in the mire and are overwhelmed. 
Some men have awakened to their wretched condi- 
tion and have cried for mercy; Isaiah, when he 
had his vision in the temple, and cried out, Woe 
is me, for I am undone, for I am a man of unclean 
lips, and I dwell among a people of unclean lips; 
for mine eyes have seen the Lord of Hosts; Saul 
of Tarsus, when he met Jesus on the road to 
Damascus; Augustine, when he finally awoke to 
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his need; John Bunyan, when he wrote Grace 
Abounding. 


He cries to God. Like David, he sees that his 
sin is against God, and that God is the One from 
Whom he must seek forgiveness. Our sins are 
often against our fellowmen, as well as God, but 
all sin is primarily against God. 


If thou shouldest mark iniquity, O Lord, who 
shall stand? Paul puts it thus, when he had 
examined both Jew and Gentile; All have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God. If we say 
we have not sinned, says John, we make Him a 
liar, and the truth is not in us. Some sins are 
more easily seen than others; some are more hein- 
ous; but all sins deserve the wrath and curse of 
God, and the wages of sin is death. No man can 
stand before the all-seeing eye of God, and say, 
I am clean; I have no sin. 


I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, and in 
His Word do I hope. There is hope for every 
sinner. The Word of God is full of illustrations 
of sinners who cried to God, and their cries were 
heard and answered. 


II. Plenteous Mercy: 
130:7; 86:5,13. 


“O love that will not let me go,” is the 
kind of love that God has for men. God’s 
mercy grows out of His love for us. How often 
in the ministry of Jesus we read He was moved 
with compassion! When He saw the sick and suf- 
fering; when -He saw the multitudes who were 
like sheep not having a shepherd; when He beheld 
the wicked city of Jerusalem; all of these and other 
things made His heart go out to men. So the 
“steadfast love” of God comes to the rescue of 
those in the depth of sin. 


Let no one ever imagine, or say, that the God 
Who is revealed in the Old Testament is harsh 
and cruel and vindictive. In the Psalms as well 
as in many other places He is pictured as One Who 
s “Plenteous in mercy.” It is true that He pun- 
ishes sin and warns those who disobey His Holy 
Law, and chastens His own people when they depart 
from Iiim, but He is always ready to forgive and 
pleads with them to return to Him. (See Hosea) 
We have the same God in both Old and New 


Testaments; He abounds in “steadfast love.” 


This love reaches down to the very depths. When 
Jonah was in the belly of the great fish he prayed, 
“Out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest 
my voice I went down to the bottom of 
the mountains; the earth with her bars was about 
me for ever; yet hast Thou brought up my life 
from corruption, (the pit) O Lord my God.” In 
Psalms 107 we have men crying unto God out of 
the depth of their need, and the oft-repeated refrain, 
“Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, 
(trouble caused by sin), and he saved them out of 
their distresses.” 
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Our hope is in such a God; a God of “steadfast 
love.” If His love were not steadfast; if we could 
not sing, Thy loving kindness changes not, we 
might well despair, for we so often are down in 
the depths. John tells us that Jesus having loved 
His disciples, loved them unto the end; Jesus Christ, 
the same yesterday, today, and forever. Paul tells 
us in Romans 8 that nothing can separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


III. Plenteous Redemption: 
Psalms 130:7 and 8. 

(I wish to extend the lesson to include these 
two verses, for “plenteous mercy is based on 
““plenteous redemption.” ) 

How can a Just God have mercy upon the sin- 
ner? The sacrifices of the Old Testament, pointing 
to the Great Sacrifice on the Cross of Calvary, 
make His mercy a possible and precious thing, 
for on the Cross He paid my debt and set me 
free. Now the invitation is to “all,” ‘“‘whosoever,” 
“every one.” 


IV. Praise and Thanksgiving: 
Psalms 86:12. 

Such mercy and redemption call for “songs of 
loudest praise”; with all our hearts. 


— LETTERS — ; 


Sirs: 

In my own congregation the question of union 
has not been discussed either pro or con. It is my 
personal hope that I will represent my session at 
the meeting of Presbytery when the question of 
union is voted upon, but our representative will be 
elected at a later date. 

I am opposed to the present Plan of union and 
have reached that decision on the basis of the ad- 
vantages suggested and the disadvantages which are 
so obvious. You have helped me reach this decision 
by presenting facts which cannot be assailed. I am 
not particularly impressed when the biggest argu- 
ments now being presented for union consist of the 
names of people who are for union. The average 
elder is more impressed by statements as to what is 
involved than the names of men who may either be 
for or against union. 

—An Elder 


(Name withheld by request) 


SUPPLIES 


Church Furniture - Stoles 
Embroideries Vestments 
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Sets Alter Brass Goods 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 5 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Scripture And Prayer In Worship 


Hyinn: “Lamp Of Our Feet, Whereby We 
Trace” 

Prayer 

Offering 

Hymn: “Sweet Hour Of Prayer’ 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

It would be possible to have a religious program 
without making use of Scripture and prayer, but 
we could not think of having a real period of 
worship without using both. This is as it should 
be. The Bible and prayer belong to worship, and 
we should not try to worship without them. On 
the other hand, it is very possible fer us to read 


the Bible and have prayers at our meetings and | 


services and still fail to worship God properly. 
There is a right way to read the Bible, and there 
is a right way to pray. We do not actually worship 
unless we use these means of worship in the right 
ways. Our speakers will discuss the proper use 
of the Bible and prayer in our public worship. 


You may have noticed that the Scripture was 
not read as a part of our devotional service. We 
are purposely postponing that part of our worship 
until our first speaker can remind us how it should 
be done. 


First SPEAKER: 

Someone has said that worship is worth-ship. 
In other words, it is the reverence and honor that 
is paid to that which is worthy. When we worship 
God we are honoring Him and reverencing Him 
because He is worthy of it. If you read the Bible 
as an act of worship, then it must be read in a way 


that will honor God. 


Words are very necessary to human life as we 
know it. Life would be almost impossible without 
words. We could not speak, we could not write, 
we could not read, we could not even think. But 
words are not necessary to God. He existed long 
before human language was ever invented. This 
should help us to see how marvelous a thing it is 
that God has revealed Himself to us in words. We 
have His message to us in the Bible, and it is 
expressed in our own terms in language 
we can understand. 


Now we can see why reading the Bible is essen- 
tial to worship. You honor a person when you 
heed what he says to you, and you dishonor him 
when you ignore his words. If we would honor 
God, then it is very necessary that we give close 
consideration to His words, and His words are 
found in’ the Bible. 


The person who reads the Bible in public as 
a part of worship should think of himself as God’s 
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spokesman because he is repeating God’s message 
to the people who hear. It means that he must 
read very carefully and reverently. He will need 
to make very careful preparation, reading the pas- 
sage over to himself until he understands it and 
until he can make the meaning very clear to those 
who hear. The reading of the Bible is not worship 
unless it is done with care and respect. 


Not all of the responsibility, however, rests on 
the one who does the reading. If the reading of 
the Scripture is to be true worship, those who hear 
must attend to the reading just as thoughtfully 
and reverently as if God Himself were standing 
before them in visible form. We will need to 
examine our own hearts to know if our reading 
and hearing of the Bible is real worship. With 
these thoughts in mind, let us hear a passage from 


God’s Word. Read Psalm 119:9-16. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


Prayer is essential to the active worship of God. 
It is through prayer that we approach God in 
order to honor Him with our words. It is possible 
for us to approach God in prayer directly because 
of the atonement of Christ. That is why we offer 
our prayers in the name of Christ. The Bible tells 
us that the Holy Spirit helps us with our praying, 
and if we seek His aid, then it is possible for us 
to pray acceptably. 


If prayer is to be truly worshipful, it must be 
done thoughtfully. When a person is called on to 
offer a prayer in public he ought to have oppor- 
tunity to make preparation to prepare 
his own heart for approach to God and to consider 
thoughtfully what he is going to say. If he knows 
that there is a likelihood of his being asked to lead 
a prayer, he ought to keep his heart and mind in 
readiness. When we speak of “leading in prayer,” 
it means that the one who prays speaks to God for 
the people in such a way that the hearts of the 


people may join in what he is saying. Worshipful | 


prayer requires that these’ considerations be 
observed. 


What ought a worshipful prayer to include? 
Prayer has almost become a synonym for the 
requests we make of God. This ought not to be. 
If prayer is nothing more than asking God for 
something, then it loses much of its worshipful 
character. Prayer ought to begin with adoration 
and praise of God. If we really think about the 
marvelous God we are approaching, we are bound 
to praise Him. Prayer ought also to include con- 
fession of our sins, because we cannot thoughtfully 
consider the righteousness and holiness of God 
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without becoming aware of our sinfulness in His 
sight. Likewise, we cannot think of the goodness 
of God to us without being thankful to Him. After 
we have honored God with sincere praise, con- 
fession, and thanksgiving it is right and good to 
make requests for others and ourselves. A prayer 
which follows this general pattern is far more 
likely to be worshipful than one which is made 
without much thought or preparation. 


So far, we have been speaking of the responsibility 
of the one who prays, but as is true in the reading 
of the Scripture, the responsibility is not all his. 
A person cannot lead in prayer unless those for 
whom he prays will follow his words with their 
own thoughts. Much of the worshipfulness of a 
public prayer depends on the attitude of the people 
who are being led. We do not really worship 
in a public prayer, unless we follow the words 
thoughtfully and echo them in our hearts with 
sincerity. This is also true of prayers which we 
offer in unison. With these thoughts in mind let 
us really pray together The Lord’s Prayer. 
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Tue ALTAR Fire. Olive Wyon. Westminster 
Press, Witherspoon Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. $2.00. 


This inspiring book on the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper has grown out of the author’s con- 
cern for those who are perplexed and uncertain 
about basic Christian beliefs and practices. It 
stresses the centrality of the Lord’s Supper and 
Christian worship; its meaning as an encounter 
between God and man and its function of bring- 
ing home to worshipers all that God has done for 
them in Christ. 


We Knew Jesus. John Calvin Reid. William 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. $2.00. 


This volume vividly pictures twelve imaginative 
dramas enacted in eternity in which various con- 
temporaries of Christ looking back on themselves 
in mortal flesh, share with us their eternity-wise 
vision of life. In the bitter and sweet reflection 
which follow their history redeemed and _ unre- 
deemed cry out to us of the crucially religious 
nature of human life and point us to the Christ 
who stands at the crossroads of every life. The 
careful reader may not follow Dr. Reid in some 
of the flights of his imagination and yet will be 
benefited by his wholesome and fresh ideas set 
forth in this fascinating series of Biblical studies. 


PINKING SHEARS 
Only $1.95 postpaid. Chromium plated, preci- 
sion made. Manufacturer’s Christmas overstock. 
Guaranteed $7.95 walue or money refunded. 
Order by mail. Lincoln Surplus Sales, 1704 West 
Farwell Avenue, Chicago 26, Illinois. 
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Give Book 


of delightful prose... 


BY ALICE LEE HUMPHREYS 


ANGELS IN PINAFORES 


Perceptive sketches of six-year-olds which 
indicate the depth and breadth of the 
hearts and minds of children. Here is 
Christian psychology effortlessly at work 
in a schoolroom we wish we 

had known at the age of six. $2.00 


HEAVEN IN MY HAND 


Miss Humphreys’ first collection of pene- 
trating and provocative stories of young 
children. Well on the way to becom- 
ing a classic, now in its seventh 


printing. $2 .00 


or of charming poetry 


MOMENTS or ETERNITY 
BY BETTY W. STOFFEL 


“Here the touch is sure, the mastery 
artistic, the thought as profound 
beautiful as the theme.” — 
Archibald Rutledge. 1.25 


PRESBYTERIAN 


BOGA REGS 
Atlanta Dallas Richmond 
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CHURCH UNION AND 


WORLD MISSIONS 


By James A. McAlpine 


November 4, 1954. 


Rev. Thomas C. Bryan, Chairman, 
Winston-Salem Presbytery AIC 

on Church Union, 
1511 N. Patterson Avenue, 
Winston-Salem, N. C., U.S.A. 


Dear Mr. Bryan, 


This letter is in reply to a request from Rev. 
R. A. White, Jr., dated September 27th, that I give 
the AIC on Church Union of our Presbytery my 
views on the question before us. The request was 
made because of a letter from a missionary (un- 
specified) giving his views, and so the ministers of 
our Presbytery have asked that the views of all the 
missionary members be heard. I thank the Brethren 
for their interest and fairmindedness, and will en- 
deaver to set down at some length the detailed mat- 
ters involved in this whole question from the stand- 
point of Mission Policy. 


The aim of all missionary effort is the building 
of an indigenous church which shall be self-sustain- 
ing, self-governing and self-propagating. I have 
placed these three points in the sequence named be- 
cause the historical relationship works out in that 
order and indicates the main stages of missionary 
work. 


In the first stage of mission work, the Christian 
missionary moves into virgin territory where there 
are no converts, no churches, no organized Christian 
work of any kind whatsoever. In the course of time 
converts are made. These converts become groups 
which are encouraged to become self-supporting as 
soon as possible. This process goes on and increasing 
numbers of groups are formed, which, as they grow 
individually, are known in missionary circles first as 
evangelistic points, then as chapels, and lastly as 
independent churches. Independent as here used 
means self-sustaining and independent of mission 
support. While this growing process is going on the 
missionaries are necessarily in the foreground, guid- 
ing, directing and determining all policies. This first 
stage is also called pioneer mission work. Most mis- 
sion fields are now grown out of this stage, except 
our field of Ecuador, and other new work of other 
denominations. 


_ The second stage begins with the organization of 
the indigenous church by organized individual 
churches, some of which have achieved independence. 
They choose their own officers of Presbytery (or 
District, or Conference) set up their own commit- 
tees and budget, and levy their own assessments. In 
all this work the missionaries usually act in an ad- 
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visory capacity, and may or may not serve on com- 
mittees of the church depending on the policies of 
that particular mission in that particular mission 
field. In this stage the missionaries fade into the 
background having a decreasing influence on the 
administrative policies of the indigenous church as 
that body gains in number and spiritual experience. 
It is a joy to see the spiritual insight and power that 
these “younger churches” have, the more so when 
we remember that in point of years they are so very 
young, and that the majority of the membership 
have come straight out of heathenism. Only in the 
case of a small percentage do you find second gener- 
ation Christians, while third generation believers 
are still so rare as to be a source of amazed wonder 
at the goodness of God. Most of the mission fields 
of the world have reached the second stage, and 
many are moving into the third stage, namely that 
of self-propagating. 


Here in Japan, also in India and Brazil, we can 
easily say that missions are in their third stage 
where the indigenous church is fully self-sustaining 
and self-governing, and is assuming more and more 
of the burden of being self-propagating. But it is 
at this point that serious differences of policy have 
developed in the philosophy of missions as between 
our Board of World Missions and that of other 
Boards. Our own Board of World Missions has 
been following a philosophy of cooperation of two 
equal bodies (churches) in the work of spreading 
the Gospel in the areas remaining untouched in the 
particular countries where we work. In contrast 
to this, certain other Boards have departed from 
this basic policy of shared responsibility and tend 
more and more to a philosophy of integration of 
mission effort under the complete control of and 
responsibility to the young indigenous church. It is 
at this point that the effect on our mission work is 
so serious as to bring me to the position of being 
opposed to organic union with the USA and UP 
churches at this time, and in the manner proposed. 
I am not opposed to union per se, but am opposed 
under the present Plan of Union. Please allow me 
to elaborate on this matter because this is the crux 
of the whole matter as far as missions is concerned. 


In the matter of propagating the Gospel through- 
out a nation the indigenous Church certainly has the 
right to govern itself and manage its own affairs, 
and share the responsibility to spread the Gospel. 
But it does not follow that this right includes the 
authority to direct the work of Missions within its 


national boundaries. It is OUR responsibility and 


duty as well, under the principles of the Gospel 
and the Command of our Lord, to preach the Gos- 
pel to all nations. This command lies directly upon 
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us as well as upon them. In the third stage of mis- 
sions, then, the indigenous church does all it pos- 
sibly can to preach the Gospel to every creature, 
beginning at home. At the same time, we, as mis- 
sionaries, also work alongside the church as co- 
laborers and in full cooperation with it. The philos- 
ophy of our Board has always been, and most wisely 
so, to cooperate with the indigenous church, yet at 
the same time, to require the mission in each field 
to manage its own affairs and be responsible to the 
Board, which, in turn, is responsible to the General 
Assembly and the Church. Our whole foreign mis- 
sion enterprise is thus committed to and governed 
by a Board of World Missions composed of minis- 
ters and laymen known to our churches and fully 
committed to its principles. 


In opposition to this philosophy there has been 
developing another philosophy of Mission Control 
which is best observed in Japan where the oppor- 
tunity for full experiment has shown its obvious 
defects and pitfalls. This philosophy asserts that in 
the third stage, missions, as organized entities, 
should be dissolved ; that all missionaries should be 
under the direct control and authority of the in- 
digenous church; and that all mission funds from 
the elder or sending churches should be turned over 
to the younger or receiving churches for adminis- 
tration as proof of our love and trust and full co- 
operation. | 


In Japan, this philosophy has given rise to the 
following set-up: on the missionary side there is an 
INTER BOARD COMMITTEE (hereinafter called IBC) 
in New York with designated membership from 
each of the 10 cooperating Boards of the 8 denomi- 
nations concerned. (T'wo denominations have separ- 
ate Women’s Boards). These denominations operate 
through an Executive Secretary of the IBC. All 
IBC missionaries and mission budgets are pooled 
and turned over to the full control of the United 
Church of Japan (KYODAN), which, for ad- 
ministrative purposes has set up a FIELD COMMITTEE 
composed of one representative from each of the 
IBC denominations and an equal number of Japan- 
ese brethren. There are no missions as organized 
bodies among the IBC missionaries. For example 
there is no Japan Mission of the Presbyterian 
Church USA corresponding to our own mission. I 
am mentioning this repeatedly because this fact is 
NOT KNOWN to the USA church at large at home 
nor its implications duly understood. 


When I mentioned the necessity of Missions as 
entities at General Assembly in Montreat during 
my talk on Church Union, for rebuttal Dr. Frank 
Price stated that he did not mind working under 
his Chinese brethren, thus missing the entire point. 
It is not a question of willingness to work under 
the indigenous church—I am as willing as Dr. 
Price is to do this, and have done so and am now 
doing so in certain respects, it is a question of 
RESPONSIBILITY and GOVERNMENT. No Board of 
any denomination has the right to transfer control 
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of its personnel and funds over to a group of men, 
however consecrated and able, who are not known 
to the church at home and not responsible to it. 


In practical matters this system means that Rev. 
Mr. X, of the Northern Presbyterian persuasion, 
has no one to turn to when he wants an appropria- 
tion for certain work, or with whom he can confer 
when he wants to start a certain type of work. There 
is no mission to whom he is responsible, and through 
whom he can appeal to the home church. He has, 
of course, the Field Committee, but that committee 
is composed of 16 men, only one of whom is his 
representative, and they are not too interested in 
his little problems and hopes. They have the whole 
vast program to keep up. 


It means that Japanese ministers are put in charge 
of the work of foreigners, and of evangelism on a 
scale and of a type to which they are not accustom- 
ed. This is not said in criticism of their ability, vis- 
ion or power, since they are successful pastors of 
city churches, but because of this very fact they are 
not so much evangelistic-conscious as church-con- 
scious. The indigenous ministers, except for rare 
instances, do not understand and have not under- 
taken the work of bringing the Gospel to a whole 
province or area. Their work is to build up a par- 
ticular congregation. Our work is to sow the seed 
as far as we can as rapidly as we can. The differ- 
ence in aim causes endless friction in the allocation 
of funds. 


The leaders of the indigenous church want to 
pour mission funds into the maintenance of insti- 
tutions such as schools, hospitals and orphanages, or 
into the erection of church buildings. Missionaries 
want these funds to go into direct evangelism; for 
literature, radio programs, audio-visual equipment, 
automobile and itinerating expenses for the mission- 
ary and his staff of helpers so as to cover a whole 
area. Where missions maintain their own autonomy, 
the proportion and balance of direct evangelism and 
indirect institutional evangelism is carefully guard- 
ed. Under the IBC set-up, funds for direct evan- 
gelism by the individual missionary charged with 
the responsibility of area propagation are curtailed, 
and institutional needs met first. This is true in the 
allocation of personnel as well. 


Thus the differences in viewpoint, even though 
alleviated in Japan by an equal number of mission- 
aries on the Field Committee, still create problems 
rather than solve them. The total available funds 
must be so thinly distributed that it leaves the par- 
ticular missionary so hampered as to either dis- 
courage him completely or cause him to circumvent 
the cumbersome set-up by direct appeal for funds. 
The home church too, as it learns how the energetic 
missionaries are hampered, will also tend more and 
more to by-pass the Board, because it has unjustifi- 
ably and unconstitutionally transferred its authority 
to the IBC and Field Committee, and sent their 
contributions direct. 
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A serious difficulty in Japan as far as our South- 
ern Presbyterian Mission is concerned, is the com- 
mitment of the IBC to work only in and through 
the United Church in Japan (Kyodan). Of the 
several score of churches which are the direct result 
of our work in Japan, part are in the United 
Church, part are in a revived Church of Christ 
(known in pre-war days as the NKK with which 
we and the Northern Presbyterian Mission cooper- 
ated) and part are in the Reformed Church which 
was organized in October 1946 before your repre- 
sentatives returned to the field. We cooperate, as 
individual missionaries, with all three of these or- 
ganizations but have the closest relations with the 
Reformed Church. But in the event of union with 
the USA church your Japan Mission would cease 
to exist as a mission, and we individual missionaries 
would probably be forced to cooperate ONLY with 


the United Church. 


Another more serious difficulty is the lack of 
definite teaching in the United Church on the ques- 
tion of idolatry. The Reformed Church is the only 
organization in Japan in the history of the Chris- 
tian movement in this country known to the writer 
which has gone on record in official action in its 
highest court against the practise of idolatry; par- 
ticularly in the form of Shinto ceremonies, State or 
private. It is mainly for this reason that your Japan 
Mission cannot and will not officially cooperate 


with the United Church. 


A third difficulty for our mission work in the 
event of union is the difference in attitude towards 
its missions on the part of the USA Board. Not 
only do those now controlling the New York Board 
condone the elimination of missions on the field, 
but they over-ride the decision of a particular mis- 
sion in vital matters. I refer to the question of at- 
tendance at Shinto Shrines on the part of Mission 
schools which came up in the late 1930’s in Korea. 
Both the Northern and Southern Missions asked 
for, and received visits from their home Board sec- 
retaries. It was decided, on the field, with a repre- 
sentative present in both cases, to close the mission 
schools rather than to comply with the order of the 
Japanese government. When the representative of 
the Northern Presbyterian Board returned to New 
York, the Board there decided to reverse the field 
decision, and the schools remained open! Our Board 
would never reverse the decision of a mission on so 
vital a matter of faith and practice, particularly 


when a member of the Board was present at the 


time of the mission decision. 


The whole philosophy of missions, the question 
of responsibility for and control of missions, and 
practical applications of the principles of mission 
work are radically different in the Northern and 
Southern Presbyterian churches and organic union 
will have unpredictable repercussions in all of our 
fields. It is because of these fundamental differences 
that I am unalterably opposed to the organic union 
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of our two beloved churches under the present Plan 
of Union. 


Your coworker on the frontiers of Christendom, 


J. A. McAlpine. 


P.S. I am sending a copy of this to the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal. This is not a private letter, 
but may be used, and quoted freely in order that 
the above matters may be known in the churches at 


home. 


Still They Come 


From the Vivian Presbyterian Church, Vivian, 
La., Rev. Edgar L. Storey, Jr., pastor, comes the 
following: 


The Session of this Church, in a legally called 
meeting, on Oct. 13, 1954, all resident members 


present and voting, unanimously passed the follow- 


ing Resolution which was presented by Ruling 


Elder Roy J. Tribbey, Sr.: 


Whereas, it is the desire of the Session of the 
Vivian Presbyterian Church to make known its 
attitude concerning the proposed union of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A., and the United Presbyterian 
Church of North America, and 


Whereas, we hold in deep affection and esteem 
our brothers in Christ of these two Churches, but 


Whereas, it is our belief that the proposed union 
threatens the absorption of our Southern Church 
and loss of identity due to no provision being made 
for regional administrative autonomy, and threatens 
the distinctive and wholesome contribution of the 
more conservative theological emphasis of our de- 
nomination, and 


Whereas, we believe that the present-day 
Ecumenical trend towards bigness and oneness will 
not necessarily result in more souls being saved 
for Christ or a more effective witness to the unity 
of the Church or in the impact of the Church on 
the divided and sinful world. 


Therefore, be it resolved that the Session of the 
Vivian Presbyterian Church does hereby declare 
itself as opposed to such union. 


Be it further resolved that this resolution be 
published in our Church Bulletin and a copy be 
sent to the Red River Presbyterian, and a copy be 
sent to the Stated Clerk of Red River Presbytery 
for presentation to the next session of the Presby- 


tery. E. H. White, Clerk. 
Stull They Come 


Minutes of a congregational meeting of the Pop- 
lar Tent Congregation of Cabarrus County, N. C., 
July 4th, 1954. 


By order of the Session of Poplar Tent, a con- 
gregational meeting was held for the purpose of 
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giving the congregation of Poplar Tent an oppor- 
tunity to express themselves on the proposed union 
of the U. S., U. S. A., and United Presbyterian 
bodies. 


A motion was made by C. R. Andrew “That it 
is the sense of the Poplar Tent congregation that 
we remain as the U. S. or Southern Presbyterian 
Church.”’ 


Motion was seconded by W. G. Allison. The vote 
in favor of the motion was unanimous. The meet- 
ing was opened and closed with prayer. 


—L. T. Edgerton, Moderator 
C. R. Andrew, Clerk. 


Still They Come 


To Concord Presbytery Assembled 
in January, 1955 Meeting 


Brethren: 


The Session of the Second Presbyterian Church, 
Mooresville, N. C., after study and prayer concern- 
ing the proposed union of the U. S. A., U. S., and 
U. P. denominations, felt constrained at its regular 
quarterly meeting, October 10, 1954, to vote on 
this proposal. The vote was unanimous, 11 to 0, 
opposing this proposed Union. 


There are many issues involved in this vital mat- 
ter; some of the most important we wish to note 
as the basis for our opposition: (1) Our own U. S. 
Church apparently will be divided, as not all of our 
congregations will go into this Union, even if a 
majority votes for it, and this is enough within itself 
for us to oppose Union. (2) Doctrinal laxity in 
such vital fundamentals as the inspiration of the 
Scriptures, the Virgin Birth of Christ, and the 
Blood Atonement, must be considered as ground 
for opposing Union. It certainly is better not to be 
married and dwell in peace and brotherly co-opera- 
tion, than to be married and continually be in a 
state of disagreement and dissatisfaction. (3) In 
Church Government the provision to elect women 
as elders and deacons, and to magnify the authority 
of the minister, above that of the Ruling Elder, is 
not Scriptural nor according to our own U. S. Book 
of Church Order. (4) Property rights, in the pro- 
posed plan for Union, pass from the individual con- 
gregation to Presbytery, and this is contrary to the 
rule in our own U. S. denomination, which permits 
each individual church to own and manage and sell 
its church property as the congregation shall direct 
through its officers, without any help or advice or 
restraint from any other Church Court or Agency. 
(5) We believe that the work of Home and Foreign 
Missions will be adversely affected, according to a 
reported vote of 70% of our Foreign Missionaries 
azainst Union. (6) The effect of modernistic lead- 
ers in the fields of race relationships and economic 
policies is to be feared. 


In the light of these things as well as others that 
could be named, the Session of the Second Presby- 
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terian Church of Mooresville, N. C., would respect- 
fully and urgently request Concord Presbytery to 
vote against the proposed Plan of Union, and to 
overture our General Assembly, at its next meeting, 
to discontinue the Committee on Co-operation and 
Union, as we believe this continued agitation about 
union in our denomination is detrimental to the 


Lord’s Work. 


As evidence of our interest and concern in this 
important issue, and that we, as a Session, are 100% 
opposed to the proposed Union, we have affixed 
hereto our signatures. 


Fraternally your brethren in the Lord. 
(Signed by all eleven members of the Session.) 


—Ralph S. Carson, Moderator, 
L. G. White, Clerk. 


Bowling Green Church 
Takes Action 


The following statement was adopted by unani- 
mous vote of all elders and deacons present at a 
meeting of the two boards of the Presbyterian 
Church of Bowling Green held on October 24, 
1954. Following that meeting all officers who were 
absent from the meeting were polled and all au- 
thorized the use of their names as voting in favor 
of the statement. Its adoption was, therefore, one 
hundred per cent unanimous, twenty-six elders and 
thirty-three deasons. 


Statement 


Our church having had five years of experience 
as a united congregation, Presbyterian U. S. and 
U.S A., we, the officers, desire to state our convic- 
tions on the question of organic union of the three 
Presbyterian branches now considering union. 


We believe that the union of our two local con- 
gregations has resulted in a deeper and finer Chris- 
tian fellowship among our members, better spiritual 
care for our members and constituents, more eco- 
nomical operation of an expanded church program, 
a more powerful witness for the cause of Christ, 
and, therefore, a greater contribution to the glory 
of God, than would have been possible had we re- 
mained separately organized. 


We believe that organic union of the three Pres- 
byterian bodies concerned can and will result in 
similar valuable benefits to the entire constituency 
of these bodies. 


We do not believe that the contemplated union 
will result in the sacrifice of sound doctrinal stan- 
dards on the part of any persons or groups con- 
cerned. 


We do not believe that the government of the 
united church will interfere with the local auton- 
omy which is characteristic of Presbyterianism. 


We believe that in view of the magnitude of the 
opposition to Christianity apparent in the world at 
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large today we may rightly ask God to bless the 
proposed union so that it will be for the best in- 
terests of His Kingdom and redound to His glory. 


We therefore urge our two presbyteries to vote 
favorably on the question of union, and we favor 
similar action on the part of all other presbyteries 
concerned. 


Research Study On 


“The Place Of The Minister 
In The Teaching Work 
Of The Church” 


An important research study on the educational 
work of the minister is now in full swing in the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. This study was 
initiated by the Board of Christian Education more 
than two years ago as a necessary follow-up of 
the well known Re-Study of Religious Education 
led by Dr. Lewis J. Sherrill. At the request of 
the Board the leadership in this study was under- 
taken by the four professors of Christian Education 
in the theological seminaries of the denomination: 
Dr. C. Ellis Nelson of Austin, Texas, Dr. Harry 
G. Goodykoontz of Louisville, Kentucky, Dr. Man- 
ford G. Gutzke of Decatur, Georgia, and Dr. 
W. Taliaferro Thompson of Richmond, Virginia. 
With these men are associated a_ representative 
committee of 23 ministers, directors of Christian 
education, college professors, laymen and_ lay 
women throughout the south. Dr. Stuart B. 
Oglesby of Atlanta is chairman of the committee, 
Dr. Robert F. Jones of Fort Worth, Texas, is 
Vice Chairman, Miss Margaret Bowen of Flora 
MacDonald College, Red Springs, North Carolina 
is Secretary, and Dr. Patrick H. Carmichael of 
the General Assembly’s Training School, Rich- 
mond, Virginia, is chairman of the steering com- 
mittee. Dr. David B. Walthall, Director of Lead- 
ership Education, Richmond, Virginia, is executive 
director of the study. 


The purpose of this study is to determine what 


is the teaching work of the minister in today’s 


church. This is to be discovered in several ways. 
Careful studies have been made of the minister’s 
teaching task in the Scriptures and during the dif- 
ferent periods in the history of the church. An 
analysis of all books in the field has been made. At 
present 150 carefully selected representative 
churches are being studied by personal interviews. 
These churches are chosen in such a way as to con- 
stitute a genuine cross section of the whole church 
so that conditions discovered in them will be rep- 
resentative of the church as a whole. 


In these churches the minister, the director of 
Christian education, the minister of music and ten 
key lay leaders are being interviewed. Effort will 
be made to determine what is the educational view- 
point of the minister and how he carries out the 
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details of an educational program. Published returns 
will of course not be made of any single local 
church, but will be representative of the church 4s 
a whole. These interviews are now in process of 
being carried out by committee members and others. 


In addition to these local church studies, the 
viewpoints of all directors of Christian education, 
ministers of music, seminary first year students 
and seminary professors is being sought. 


The results of this study will probably be pub- 
lished sometime during 1955. It is hoped that this 
study will reveal areas of need that can be met 
by improved methods of pre-service and in-service 
training of ministers and so bring about a more 
effective teaching program in the churches of this 
denomination. 


Church News 


Passing Of Dr. Joekel 


The JouRNAL has just received a telegram from 
Austin, Texas, advising of the sudden death of Dr. 
Samuel L. Joekel, Friday morning, November 12, 
while making pastoral calls. Dr. Joekel was Profes- 
sor of Bible and Religious Education in the Austin 
Theological Seminary. 


Protestant Motion Picture Council__ 
Names “Souls In Conflict” As 
December Film-Of-The-Month 

For the first time in its history, the Protestant 


Motion Picture Council has selected as ‘“‘film-of- 
the-month” a dramatic that has not yet been com- 
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mercially released. For the month of December 
they have chosen the new feature film starring Billy 
Graham, “Souris IN Cownrtict,” and will review 
it in magazines and “recommended movies” lists 
during that month. 


Heretofore, the Council has chosen only those 
films which have been released on a paid admission 
basis in commercial theaters. “Souts IN ConFLIcrt,” 
however, is shown by special Graham representa- 
tives in auditoriums on a “free-will offering” basis. 
The showings are sponsored by churches and re- 
ligious organizations of an area, with all seats ad- 
vertised as being free. 


“Evangelism Sunday” 


November 28th has been set as EVANGELISM 
SUNDAY by the General Assembly. As churches 
and ministers take this post-Thanksgiving and pre- 
Christmas opportunity to emphasize a primary con- 
cern for the major task of the church, it is believed 
that another worthwhile impetus will be given to 
fulfilling the passion and purpose of Christ to reach 
still others. The observance of this special day be- 
tween particular “Seasons” of evangelistic endeavor 
is intended to be a reminder of our year-round task. 


Ministers are asked to preach on evangelistic 
themes, to solicit lay participation in evangelistic 
enterprises and to place upon the hearts and prayer 
list of their people the church-wide program of 
“Outreach.” Direct attention should be given to a 
“Christmas Ingathering.”” Many churches are plan- 
ning to begin membership classes on the topic “What 
It Means to Be a Christian” in order that the class 
might be received on Christmas Sunday or on the 
first Sunday of the new year. No better gift could 
be offered to God than a new life dedicated to Him 
on the birthday of Christ or a new person in Christ 
beginning a new year with Christ. 


Change Of Address: 


Rev. W. L. Newman from Bethune, S. C., to 
St. Charles, S. C. 


World Mission Receipts 


Budget for 1954 $2,874,900.00 
Receipts to date 1,768,863.96 

Percentage of annuel budget 
received. to date 61.52% 
1,106,036.04 


Balance needed for year 


Installation Of Charles J. Currie 
Executive Secretary Board of Annuities 


ATLANTA, GA. — The chapel of the First Pres- 
byrerian Church here was filled nearly to capacity 
today for the installation services of Mr. Charles J. 
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Currie who officially became the Executive Secretary 
of the Board of Annuities and Relief. The Board, 
one of five in the Church, is located here at the 
Presbyterian Center. 


Dr. William A. Benfield, pastor of Highland 
Presbyterian Church, Louisville, Ky., and chairman 
of the Board, presided over the services and asked 
the eight questions of installation to Mr. Currie and 
the Board members. In declaring Mr. Currie the 
new head of the Board of Annuities and Relief, Dr. 
Benfield commended him to the loyalty and affec- 
tion of the members of the Board, the Staff, and the 
Church-at-large. 


_ Dr. Edwin R. Walker Installed 


As President Of Queens College 


Dr. Edwin R. Walker was inaugurated president 
of Queens College in a ceremony held in Belk 
Chapel on the college campus October 29. H. H. 
Everett, chairman of the Board of Trustees, was 
the inducting officer; and Dr. James A. Jones, pas- 
tor of the Myers Park Presbyterian Church and 
secretary of the board, read a statement from the 
board. Dr. Hunter B. Blakely, former president of 
the college and now secretary of the Division of 
Higher Education, Presbyterian Church, U.S., de- 
livered the invocation. Dr. John R. Cunningham, 
president of Davidson College, pronounced the 
benediction. 


New Orleans, Nov. 4 — (PN) — Dr. Gladys 
Smithwick, only woman doctor at the Presbyterian, 
U. S. Mission in the Belgian Congo, is studying in 
the School of Tropical Medicine at Tulane Uni- 
versity. She is on a year’s furlough and will return 
to the Congo next June. 


Clinton, S. C. — Thirty-five concerts and two 
special tours will carry the Presbyterian College 
robed choir into six Southern states during the 1954- 
55 season. 


“The Beatitudes” has been chosen as the theme 
of the hour-long sacred classical program for the 
year. Concert appearances are scheduled for Pres- 
byterian churches as part of morning and evening 
worship sessions. 


The Presbyterian choir this season will appear 
before church audiences in South Carolina, Georgia, 
Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi and Florida. The 
annual fall tour is set for Dec. 5-14; the spring 
tour, for March 27-April 5. 


Recommend The To Friends 
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